Lesson 2A
Handout 4

Does the U.S. Constitution promote the right to
the initiative process?

Directions: work in pairs and do a text reading. Highlight “power” words and
try to answer the following: Is the initiative process promoted in the 1S
Constitution? Be prepared to report your conclusion to the class.

Preamble:

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States
of America

Article IV .- the States Section 4 - Republican government:

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form
of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on
Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot
be convened) against domestic Violence.

Republic n 1 : a government having a chief of state who is not a monarch
and is usually a president; also : a nation or other political unit having

" such a government 2 : a government in which supreme power is held by
the citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and
representatives governing according to law; also : a nation or other
political unit having such a form of government Source: NMW

Amendment I - Freedom of Religion, Press, Expression. Ratified 12/15/1791:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment X: :

Powers of the States and People. Ratified 12/15/1791.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.
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