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Step I: Introduction to Project Citizen 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s 

point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose. 

 CG.HS.27  Examine functions and 
process of United States 
government. 

   CG.HS.29  Examine the structures 
and functions of Oregon’s state, 
county, local, and regional 
governments. 

   CG.HS.33  Explain the role of 
government in various current 
events. 

 
 
Step II: An Introduction to Public Policy 
 READING  WRITING or SPEAKING  SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.7. Analyze various 

accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 

CG.HS.27  Examine functions and 
process of United States 
government. 

 RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

SL.9-10.4. Present information, 
findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and task. 

CG.HS.29  Examine the structures 
and functions of Oregon’s state, 
county, local, and regional 
governments. 
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 RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, 
read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

 CG.HS.30  Analyze the roles and 
activities of political parties, 
interest groups and mass media and 
how they affect the beliefs and 
behaviors of local, state, and 
national constituencies. 

   CG.HS.33  Explain the role of 
government in various current 
events. 

 
 
Step III:  Identifying Problems to Be Dealt with by Public Policy 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.7. Analyze various 

accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and 
audience. 

SSA.HS.57  Define, research, and 
explain an event, issue, problem, or 
phenomenon and its significance to 
society. 

 RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

W.9-10.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the 
research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

SSA.HS.61  Analyze an event, 
issue, problem, or phenomenon, 
identifying characteristics, 
influences, causes, and both short- 
and long-term effects. 

 RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, 
read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 

SSA.HS.63  Engage in informed 
and respectful deliberation and 
discussion of issues, events, and 
ideas. 
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building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

 RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s 
point of view, reasoning, and use 
of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any fallacious 
reasoning or exaggerated or 
distorted evidence 

 

 
 
Step IV - VI:  Selecting a Problem for Study; Gathering Information on the Problem; Organizing the Information You Gathered 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 

SSA.HS.57  Define, research, and 
explain an event, issue, problem, or 
phenomenon and its significance to 
society. 

 RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the order 
in which the points are made, how 
they are introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are drawn 
between them. 

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple 
sources of information presented in 
diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) 
evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 

SSA.HS.61  Analyze an event, 
issue, problem, or phenomenon, 
identifying characteristics, 
influences, causes, and both short- 
and long-term effects. 

 RI.9-10.7. Analyze various 
accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s 
point of view, reasoning, and use 
of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any fallacious 
reasoning or exaggerated or 
distorted evidence. 

SSA.HS.62  Propose, compare, and 
judge multiple responses, 
alternatives, or solutions to issues 
or problems; then reach an 
informed, defensible, supported 
conclusion. 
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 RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

SL.9-10.4. Present information, 
findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and task. 

SSA.HS.63  Engage in informed 
and respectful deliberation and 
discussion of issues, events, and 
ideas. 

 RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, 
read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.9-10.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 
 

CG.HS.29  Examine the structures 
and functions of Oregon’s state, 
county, local, and regional 
governments. 

  W.9-10.4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 
above.) 

CG.HS.34  Explain the 
responsibilities of citizens. 

  W.9-10.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s capacity 
to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

CG.HS.35  Examine the pluralistic 
realities of society (e.g., race, 
poverty, gender, and age), 
recognizing issues of equity, and 
evaluating need for change. 

  W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as 
more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the 
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inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

  W.9-10.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the 
research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

 

 
 
 
 
Step VII:  Developing a  Portfolio to Present Your Research 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

W.9-10.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 

SSA.HS.57  Define, research, and 
explain an event, issue, problem, or 
phenomenon and its significance to 
society. 

 RI.9-10.7. Analyze various 
accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 
above.) 

SSA.HS.61  Analyze an event, 
issue, problem, or phenomenon, 
identifying characteristics, 
influences, causes, and both short- 
and long-term effects. 
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 RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and 
audience. 

SSA.HS.62  Propose, compare, and 
judge multiple responses, 
alternatives, or solutions to issues 
or problems; then reach an 
informed, defensible, supported 
conclusion. 

 RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, 
read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.9-10.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s capacity 
to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

CG.HS.29  Examine the structures 
and functions of Oregon’s state, 
county, local, and regional 
governments. 

  W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as 
more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

CG.HS.34  Explain the 
responsibilities of citizens. 

  W.9-10.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the 
research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 
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 SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 

 

 
 
 
Step VIII:  Presenting Your Portfolio in a Simulated Public Hearing 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

SL.9-10.4. Present information, 
findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and task. 

CG.HS.29  Examine the structures 
and functions of Oregon’s state, 
county, local, and regional 
governments. 

 RI.9-10.7. Analyze various 
accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person’s 
life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of 
digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. 

CG.HS.34  Explain the 
responsibilities of citizens. 

  SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

SSA.HS.59  Demonstrate the skills 
and dispositions needed to be a 
critical consumer of information. 
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   SSA.HS.61  Analyze an event, 
issue, problem, or phenomenon, 
identifying characteristics, 
influences, causes, and both short- 
and long-term effects. 

   SSA.HS.62  Propose, compare, and 
judge multiple responses, 
alternatives, or solutions to issues 
or problems; then reach an 
informed, defensible, supported 
conclusion. 

   SSA.HS.63  Engage in informed 
and respectful deliberation and 
discussion of issues, events, and 
ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step IX:  Reflecting on Your Experience 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
  W.9-10.8. Gather relevant 

information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the 
research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

SSA.HS.59  Demonstrate the skills 
and dispositions needed to be a 
critical consumer of information. 
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  SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 

SSA.HS.63  Engage in informed 
and respectful deliberation and 
discussion of issues, events, and 
ideas. 

 
 
 
Step X:  Why Is Citizen Participation Important to Democracy? 
 READING WRITING or SPEAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE 
  SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate 

effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 

CG.HS.25  Describe elements of 
early governments (i.e., Greek, 
Roman, English, and others) that 
are visible in United States 
government structures. 

   SSA.HS.63  Engage in informed 
and respectful deliberation and 
discussion of issues, events, and 
ideas. 

 
 


