








THEMES AND STRATEGIES FOR EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS

The following case study is from Courts and the Classroom:
A Guide to Law-Related Education Programs Through the
Court System, by Julie F. Van Camp. Many such case studies
can be found in law-related education materials and used with
adults. Or use high-interest cases from your own experience. If
titme permits, consider using such a case study as the basis for a
mock trial.

PURPOSE: To help an audience understand legal thinking and
legal procedures

MATERIALS: Reproduce case study as handout

. SAMPLE STRATEGY .. - . . "

EASE OF PRESENTATION: Involved. Lengthy activity. After the
audience reads the case study, use the questions to involve
the audience directly in a Q & A and discussion about suffi-
ciency of evidence, proof beyond a reasonable doubt, and so
on, guiding them to the appropriate answers.

As an alternative method of presentation, you may want
to divide the audience into small groups and provide each
group with a copy of the case study and questions. The
groups should discuss and then answer each question. Allow
time at the end of the presentation to compare and tabulate
the groups’ responses.

Commonwealth v. John Doe

1. Sal's Bar and Grille
2. Edna Murphy's Apt. Bldg.
3. John's House
4. Holton Arms Apt. Bldg.
5. Convenience Store
Y Street Lights

= frma {Mrs. Sal)

Facts: John lived at 30 Aspen Street with his mother. He
grew up in that neighborhood, dropped out of school
after tenth grade, and had a reputation as a trouble-
maker. He was employed only occasionally as a laborer
and spent a large part of his free time drinking at Sal’s
Bar, which was on the corner of Aspen and Main. At two
p.m. on April 19th, John went into Sal's, where he was
well known 1o the proprietors, Sal and Irma. On enter-
ing the bar, John ordered a beer and harangued Sal and
Irma about the 5 cent increase in the cost of a glass of
beer. Irma concluded that John was drunk and asked Sal
to throw him out. Sal deferred his decision and served
him a second beer at 10:15 p.m. About the time John
had finished it, he engaged in a verbal confrontation
with another customer. Sal asked John to leave, but
John ordered another beer. Sal refused to serve him,
and demanded John leave the premises. John, having
expressed himself in a language that need not be
repeated here, left the bar at approximately 10:35 p.m,

Edna Murphy, a widow, lived in a second floor apart-
ment at 20 Aspen Street, just north of the bar. Her
apartment had a rear door and stairway that led to a
courtyard shared with $al's Bar. Next to her back door,
beside the stairs, was a window into the bathroom of
Edna’s apartment. Edna returned from her job as a wait-
ress about 11:05 p.m. on April 19th. As she was unlock-
ing her back door, she noticed the screen on the bath-
roam window was torn and the window was broken. On
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entering her apartment, Edna found her living room in
disarray. A strongbox which she had kept in the bed-
room was open on the floor, its contents strewn about.
She had a 12" portable television which had a red and
white cabinet. When Edna left for work at 4:00 p.m., the
TV and an electric clock had been on a living room table,
plugged into the same extension cord. The TV was now
missing and the extension cord had been unplugged
from the wall. The clock, fallen to the floor, had stopped
at 10:38 p.m. Edna called the police.

At approximately 11:00 p.m., Sal asked Irma to go to
the nearby convenience store to get more potato chips.
Irma went to the store at the corner of Main and Ash
Streets, about 200" from the intersection of Main and
Aspen. She started back diagonally across Main Street
towards Sal's and noticed a person coming down the
west side of Aspen Street next to the Holton Arms
Apartments. As the person passed under the street light
at the corner, Irma recognized John and noticed that he
was carrying a TV with a red and white cabinet under his
arm. Irma returned to the bar about 11:10 p.m. She
mentioned to Sal that she had seen John walking down
Aspen Street carrying a television set. At 11:15 p.m.,
Edna arrived at Sal's seeking consclation about the
recent burglary of her TV, Irma told Edna what she had
seen. As a result, Irma called the police and John was
arrested for “breaking and entering of a dwelling house
in the night time with intent to commit a felony.”
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HOW COURTS DECIDE

Issues
Require proof beyond a reasonable doubt.

Questions
1. Is there sufficient evidence that somebody committed the
offense charged?

The essential elements are:

a. A breaking and entering

b, Of a dwelling house

c. In the night time

d. With the intent to commita feiony, larceny

2. Ifthe answer to #1 is yes, is there sufficient evidence as to
the identity of the burglar?
a. Whose evidence establishes that the defendant (John)
was the burglar?

b. Is this evidence, if any, sufficient beyond a reasonable
doubt?

3. Ifthe answers to #1 and #2 are yes:

a. Is this case proved, if at all, by direct or circumstantial
evidence, or both?

b. What difference does it make?

¢. What lines of cross examination are indicated?

{1) Interest of the witness in the outcome

{2) Bias or prejudice of the witness(es)

(3) Opportunity to observe by witness(es)

(4) Circumstances under which observations were

made.
(5) Is the testimony probable or improbable?
(6) Is the testimony reasonable or unreasonable?

Important to Know

If the defendant is found guilty, the judge (only) should have
access to the following facts before sentencing (provided by
Probation Department): John lived with mother, father only
sometimes at home; four younger siblings; finished tenth
grade; occasional jobs as laborer; severe alcohol problem.

Juvenile record: five offenses, two for drunk and disorderly
conduct, one each for breaking and entering, assault on
police, and possession of marijuana. Adult record: two con-
victions, one for breaking and entering, one for driving
under the influence of alcohol (Note: all probationary or
fined sentences)

S, 05 : SAM?LE STRATEGY p
The followmg acthty may be used with any case study.
PURPOSE: To explain the admissibility of evidence

MATERIALS: Photocopies of case study selected by yourself
for use as handout

EASE OF PRESENTATION: Invoived. In preparation, requires
selection of case study as well as excerpts from testimony
and sample evidence. Depending on amount of testimony
and evidence, activity may take whole presentation.

Take a case study—either one from law-related education
materials or one from your own experience. After explaining
the various types of admissible and inadmissible evidence,
present different excerpts from testimony—fictional or
real—and have your audience decide whether each repre-
sents an irrelevant statement, hearsay, illegally obtained evi-
dence, and so on.
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Annotated Bibliography
Books

1. Arbetman LP, O’Brien EL. Streetlaw: A Course in Practical Law. 7" ed. New York:
McGraw Hill; 2005. 684 p.

This is a textbook intended for high school law education courses. It presents a broad
overview of the law addressing topics such as: individual rights and liberties, criminal law
and juvenile justice, torts, and trial procedure. All of the information is presented in a classic
text book style format. This is a fun book to skim through if you are interested in seeing how
students are presented information about the courts.

2. Leeson F. Rose City Justice: A Legal History of Portland. 1% ed. Oregon Historical
Society Press; 1998. 264 p.

This book presents a history of the legal profession in Portland and looks at the role lawyers,
judges, and the courts have had in shaping the city. Many of the stories in this book were
collected orally. Some describe the drama that takes place in the court with great detail
highlighting all of the individual players in some of Portland’s biggest trials. This book also
chronicles how the legal profession has evolved in Portland and it gives detailed history of
Multnomah County’s circuit court.

Websites

1. Media Handbook on Oregon Law and Court System. Oregon Bar-Press-Broadcasters
Council. June 10, 2008.
http://www.openoregon.com/New_Pages/media_handbook/toc.html

This is a handbook prepared by the Oregon Bar-Press-Broadcasters Council to provide a
resource on Oregon’s court system available to journalists and broadcasters. This in-depth
online resource explains concepts such as common law to the Freedom of Information Act.
It also includes a glossary of common legal terms. It is a great resource that’s is easy to
navigate.

2. Oregon Courts. Oregon Judicial Department. June 10, 2008.
http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD

This is the homepage for the Oregon Judicial Department. This site it tricky to navigate, but
it contains a lot of useful information including annual reports from the Oregon Judicial
Department, and detailed information about the Oregon courts. If you click on the “Courts”
tab on the main page you will be directed to a webpage that goes over all of the different
courts in Oregon.
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3. Handbook For Jurors. Oregon State Bar. June 10, 2008.
http://www.osbar.org/public/jurorhandbook.htm

This is the best resource I have found relating to jury trials in Oregon courts. The site is easy
to navigate and it presents a detailed description of jury service including: jury selection,
deliberation, and trial procedure. This is the first place I would go if you want to learn more
about jury trial procedure.

4. Oregon Revised Statutes-2007 Edition. Oregon State Legislature. June 10, 2008.
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors

This site contains the complete text for codified body of statutory law enacted by the Oregon
General Assembly. This site is easy to navigate, but statutes by their design can be a little
tricky to navigate. It is worth the time to skim this site if your interested to see how statutes
are written.
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